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Guidelines: Articles of Incorporation – Without Share Capital (The Corporations Act - Manitoba)  

These guidelines help in the completion of Articles of Incorporation without share capital (non-profit corporations). 
These guidelines are not a substitute for legal advice. As these forms are legal documents, Companies Office cannot 
provide any advice in their completion. Please be aware that other legislation may also apply.  

PARAGRAPH 1 – NAME OF CORPORATION 

Named Corporation 

The name of the corporation must match the name reservation exactly (including upper and lower case letters). 

OR 

Numbered Corporation 

If incorporating a numbered name, please insert the following so that Companies Office may assign a number: 

  MANITOBA ASSOCIATION INC. (or another legal element of your choice 
other than limited/ltd.) 

PARAGRAPH 2 – THE ADDRESS OF THE REGISTERED OFFICE  

The registered office is where the books and records of the corporation are kept (i.e. articles, by-laws, minutes 

of meetings, resolutions, etc.). 

A full Manitoba civic address with a postal code is required. 

PARAGRAPH 3 – NUMBER (OR MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM) OF DIRECTORS 

Directors are responsible for supervising the activities of the corporation and for making decisions regarding those 
activities. 

The corporation must have at least 3 directors. Options include: 

• A fixed number (example: 3 directors) 
OR 

• A minimum and maximum number of directors (example: Minimum of 3 and Maximum of 7).  
 

PARAGRAPH 4 – FIRST DIRECTORS 

Steps: 

1. Provide the full names and addresses of all directors.  

2. The number of directors in this section must match the number(s) in paragraph 3. 
3. If any directors are not listed as an incorporator in paragraph 11, they need to sign a Consent to Act as First 

Director form. 
Requirements for a director: 

o Be at least 18 years old. 
o Not be bankrupt. 

o Be an individual (a corporation cannot be a director). 

o At least 25% of the directors must be residents of Canada. 

 

PARAGRAPH 5 – THE UNDERTAKING OF THE CORPORATION IS RESTRICTED TO THE FOLLOWING 

The purpose for creating the corporation must be written in this box.  The purpose must be restricted to one or more of 

the following categories: patriotic, religious, philanthropic, charitable, educational, agricultural, scientific, literary, 

historical, artistic, social, professional, fraternal, sporting, athletic or the like. 

You must provide sufficient detail in this box to demonstrate the undertaking falls within an acceptable category. See 

samples on page 2.  

 

https://companiesoffice.gov.mb.ca/forms/consent_act_first_director.pdf
https://companiesoffice.gov.mb.ca/forms/consent_act_first_director.pdf
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Sample undertakings: 

Agricultural 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: The undertaking and operation of a yearly 
harvest festival and exhibition in Winnipeg.  
 
Artistic  
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To organize and hold an arts festival for 
film, video, and entertainment creators.  
 
 
Charitable 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To relieve suffering caused by old age 
and disability, with includes raising funds for and assisting in providing facilities for the care, maintenance, 
and rehabilitation of the elderly and disabled. 
 
 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: Organization raising funds for cancer 
research through door-to-door collections.  
 
 
Educational 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: Seminars and activities for new business 
owners to teach about artificial intelligence and how to safely incorporate new technology into their business 
practices.  
 
Fraternal / Social 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To unite all Filipino-Canadians and their 
families in the bond of brotherhood, fellowship, mutual understanding and helpfulness at all times. To 
promote fraternal interaction through fellowship and social functions. 
 
 

Historical and Educational 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To maintain a museum located along 
the #1 highway commemorating the history of Indigenous peoples by the establishment and display of a 
database for students, resources material, pictorial archives, and simulated classroom settings. 
 

Literary 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To create written content for the residents at 
homeless shelters in Winnipeg to provide resources in the areas of employment, resume writing assistance, and 
social assistance.  
 

Patriotic 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To organize a day to observe Canada Day with 
informational sessions, workshops, and food.   
 

Philanthropic and Religious 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: A Christian organization aimed at starting a 
Christian counselling service, a shelter for the homeless, and to deliver services for low income families and 
individuals in Winnipeg.  
 

Professionals 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To increase awareness of ergonomics, 
to promote professional standards, and to provide a networking opportunity for those interested in 
ergonomics. 
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Religious and Professionals 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To gather vocational Christian ministers 
for support and encouragement to foster partnerships and alliances within the Christian church. To build 
networks and provide resources to vocational Ministers to advance the Christian religion and Christian 
service more effectively. 

 

Religious 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To establish and maintain a Christian 
church of the Baptist denomination, to promote the message and works of the Christian gospel in the 
community. 

 

Scientific and Educational 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: A group dedicated to informing the public 
on critical geological issues and steps the community may take to mitigate any adverse effects on the 
environment.  
 

Sporting or Athletic 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To promote the benefits of participation 
in sports and recreation by providing athletic and leadership opportunities that would allow children, youth, 
and adults to reach their full potential. 

 

Sporting / Athletic  and Social 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To operate a sports club and social club for 
the benefit of the members and their families. To have indoor sports and activities such as table tennis, 
curling, cards, pool tables with a restaurant and bar. To sponsor outdoor sports such as soccer, baseball, 
football, tennis and others. 
 
 

Social 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: To develop and establish a Celtic 
community, where community members can come together to learn about the Celtic culture and learn 
dances and traditions.  
 

 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: A senior drop-in centre, with activities 
including social teas, barbecues, craft, ceramics, and card games. 
 
The undertaking of the corporation is restricted to the following: Operation of a tennis summer camp for 
children and families in Winnipeg.   

 

PARAGRAPH 6 – OTHER PROVISIONS, IF ANY 

This is an optional section. You may write: 

1. Not applicable  

OR 

2. Write your own rules for the corporation to follow.    

PARAGRAPH 7 – STATEMENT 

Do not write anything in this section. Incorporators confirm their agreement with this statement by signing the 

Articles of Incorporation. If the incorporators do not agree with the statement, they should not proceed to sign and 

file the Articles. 

PARAGRAPH 8 – STATEMENT 
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Do not write anything in this section. Incorporators confirm their agreement with this statement by signing the 

Articles of Incorporation. If the incorporators do not agree with the statement, they should not proceed to sign and 

file the Articles. 

 

PARAGRAPH 9 – WHERE THE UNDERTAKING OF THE CORPORATION IS OF A SOCIAL NATURE, THE ADDRESS IN FULL OF 

THE CLUBHOUSE OR SIMILAR PREMISES THAT THE CORPORATION WILL MAINTAIN 

If the undertaking in box #5 is social in nature, you must provide an address of a clubhouse here. Otherwise you 
may write “not applicable”.  

PARAGRAPH 10 - STATEMENT 

Do not write anything in this section. 

Incorporators confirm their agreement with this statement by signing the Articles of Incorporation. If the 

incorporators do not agree with the statement, they should not proceed to sign and file the Articles. 

PARAGRAPH 11 - INCORPORATORS 

Steps: 

1. Provide the full names and addresses of all incorporators.  
2. All incorporators sign.  
3. If any directors in paragraph 4 are not listed as an incorporator, they will need to sign a Consent to Act 

as First Director form, which must be filed with the Articles of Incorporation. 
 

Requirements for an incorporator: 

o If an individual, be at least 18 years of age, and  
o Not be bankrupt.  
 

 

https://companiesoffice.gov.mb.ca/forms/consent_act_first_director.pdf
https://companiesoffice.gov.mb.ca/forms/consent_act_first_director.pdf

